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The classes of Additional Skill Acquisition Programme resumed after a considerable break from May, in September 2017. With a new trainer in place, the first activity was the orientation classes about ASAP by the second year Asapians to the all first years in college. The students did a wonderful job going around the campus giving testimonies of how ASAP had changed their lives for the better. The proof was the results we got- many students were inspired and gave in their applications to enroll for the programme. 
Then it was time for the final presentations – the “Kalasa Kottu” of the whole programme. The students put their heart and soul into the final presentation, where they were expected to show off their best. It was also an event which would be considered as an answer to the question of ‘What have you gained from ASAP?’ 
The whole class was divided into groups, and they were asked to select a topic to research on. A good part of the research was asked to be done OUTSIDE the class, rather than inside. Following were the topics the students selected for their research: 
1) Women Empowerment
2) Violence against women
3) Drug abuse
4) Teaching styles in India -a comparison to other countries
5) Cyber crimes
Each of the teams took up a detailed research which included an interview with a subject expert. Some of the students went even further- they created a short film (Cyber crimes) , all of the tedious steps, except the editing,  completely by themselves. Other prominent steps included- interview with the then City Police Commissioner Ajitha Begum IPS (Violence against women); famous Clinical Psychologist Mr. Koshy Panicker (Drug Abuse). The Women empowerment team met and interviewed five women entrepreneurs who were running their businesses successfully for over 20 years. The team that studied the Teaching Styles conducted a detailed survey inside and outside the campus and gathered their findings, rich in content, into their presentations.
We arranged a full day programme for the presentation. The programme was named “Meraki”- means doing something with a lot of passion, with your whole soul into it- matched with their efforts so beautifully. The chief guest was The Head of the Department of English, Ms. Jiji Peter. EVERY Asapian got onto the stage, doing their different roles, and addressed the audience when their turn came. Taking into consideration what they accomplished, even with their little mistakes and inexperience in front of an audience, I think their hard work paid off. By the end of the day, they actually saw they could so much,that was cloud nine!!
